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these together have been newly imposed in 5 municipal*
ities only. Of the taxes which fall both on residents and
outsiders, terminal tax is from every aspect the most
mportanf. It is discussed later. The tax on pilgrims
was imposed in 1923 with the previous sanction of the
Governor General in Council as required by section 66
(3) of the Act and is the only one of its kind in the
province. A proposal for tie imposition of a similar tax
in the Hoshangabad town was made by the committee in
1925 on the ground that a number of pilgrims visit the
town to bathe in the holy waters of the Nerbudda river
on which the town is situated and that the committee has
to maintain a larger sanitary staff than would
otherwise be necessary and had also to maintain
the stone-paved ghats which were built and dedicated
to the public by rich and pious donors. The
proposal was negatived by the local Government as it
could not be shown that the town of Hoshangabad itself
is generally a place "of pilgrimage, that the majority of
persons arriving at the place are pilgrims or that some
large fair is held there to which pilgrims come from other
parts of the country.

Terminal tax is now in force in 25 out of the 65
municipalities in the province. Of these, 17 are served
by the G. L P. Railway system and with the exception
of Nagpur and Khurai the tax is collected-by the company
under existing arrangements, on a commission of 3 to
5 per cent of the collections. The arrangement worked
smoothly but of late the railway administration has pressed
tor the fixation of a minimum monthly income and has
been imposing conditions for the collection of the tax
which the municipal committees find it difficult to accept.

At Katni-Murwara the railway company refused to
collect the tax on the ground that in the absence of a tax on
road-borne traffic, traffic was likely to go to other adjoin-
ing stations and the municipal committee had to collect
it departmentally for over 5 years.

The company is apprehensive of the loss of traffic
from the imposition of terminal taxation, and on this
ground as well as on the ground that the income derived
from the agency inadequately compensates them has
refused to countenance collection in more than one
municipality.